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In Jewish tradition, Rosh Hashanah is referred to as 
Yom haZikaron: The Day of Memory.  The concept of 
memory is a very prevalent theme during this sacred 
season.  The Shofar Service proclaims the concept of 
God’s memory of our deeds.  On a personal level, this 
season sparks many personal memories within us.  It 
is these memories that can connect us spiritually to the 
Holy One in deeper and more profound ways than per-
haps at any other time during the year.  The same holds 
true for the liturgy and music of this season.   For it is 
often our personal memories where we develop very 

strong, meaningful connections to the liturgy and mu-
sic of this season.  For most of us, the Avinu Malkeinu 
prayer, just wouldn’t be the same, unless it is sung to 
the beloved setting by the great American synagogue 
composer Max Janowski.  No Cantor or choir in an 
American synagogue, irrespective of denominational 
affiliation, would dare deliver a rendition of Kol Ni-
drei in any other melody other than the familiar version 
we all know and love. The juxtaposition of the words, 
spiritual ideas, and music elicit powerful, emotional re-
actions.

“All the World Shall Come to Serve You”
 Tradition and Innovation in the History of Reform Music for the High Holy Days

by Cantor Aaron Kaplan, Board Member, SCRJ
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For many American Reform Jews, there is probably 
no other text and melody that so stirs our passions and 
elicits these powerful emotional reactions than “All the 
World Shall Come to Serve You,” the hymn that con-
cludes Rosh Hashanah morning worship and is sung on 
Yom Kippur afternoon as well.  Ironi-
cally, what lies at the core of all of our 
emotions and passions toward this text 
is our collective memory as Reform 
Jews.  For those who identify as Classi-
cal Reform Jews, “All the World” sym-
bolizes one of the most moving, and 
meaningful highlights of High Holy 
Day worship.  However for others, “All 
the World” symbolizes the opposite. 
And sadly, those visceral reactions are 
examples of how our memories can 
play tricks on us.  It has often been said 
that memory is the most precious gift 
that God can bestow upon us, so let us 
indulge in that gift in the hope of gaining new insight, 
appreciation, and meaning into this powerful text.  

“All the World” is not so much a prayer, but a pi-
yyut, a liturgical poem, known in Hebrew by the title; 
“Vaye’etayu.”  Contrary to popular opinion this poem 
is not a product of Reform liturgical innovation.  It is 
in fact, an alphabetical acrostic that was composed by 
an unknown author during the seventh century, and has 
been part of the High Holy Day liturgy for centuries!  
The poem gives expression to the hope that ultimately 
there will be a united humanity when God shall be ac-
knowledged and worshiped by all peoples.  Professor 
Larry Hoffman explains that “All the World” is a tes-
timony to the timeless hope and resolve of the Jewish 
People through history. The translation that Reform 
Jews are most familiar with was, interestingly, com-
posed by Israel Zangwill (1864-1926), the famous Jew-
ish writer and Zionist activist.

The melody for which we most associate with “All the 
World” and which is featured on the Society’s latest 
recording; “Open the Gates Unto Us,” was composed 
by Abraham Wolf Binder for the 1932 edition of The 
Union Hymnal. Prior to that time, the hymn was sung 
to a melody that appeared in the 1914 edition, com-
posed by Leon Kramer.  Kramer was a synagogue 
choral conductor in New York during the early twen-
tieth century, who, prior to immigrating to the United 
States, also served as an assistant to the great European 
synagogue composer, Louis Lewandowski at Berlin’s 
famed Oranienbergerstrasse Synagogue. 

When the CCAR published the 1932 edition of the 
hymnal, their intent was in the words of the commit-
tee; “to stimulate congregational singing, inspire Jew-
ish devotion, revive the value of Jewish melody, make 
use of neglected poetry, lean heavily where possible on 

Jewish motifs, and contribute to the field 
of hymnology a publication which would 
be essentially Jewish in color, spirit, and 
purpose.”  For this edition, who better 
to provide a musical setting to “All the 
World” than Abraham Wolf Binder, a 
composer for the Reform synagogue who 
was in his own words; “sensitive to the 
beautiful subtleties of our traditional syn-
agogue music.”
 
What has remained constant throughout 
the evolution of Jewish hymnody, is the 
effort to meet the needs of modern syna-
gogue life, namely the adaptation of tra-

ditional Jewish music to the tastes of our own time.  
Thus, the question continues to be; “What elements of 
synagogue melody best expresses our religious ideals 
musically?”  The great mid-twentieth century compos-
er Max Janowski, and contemporary composers such 
as Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller and Michael Isaacson 
have all tried to address this critical question musically 
in their respective settings of “All the World.”  Cantor 
Schiller and Michael Isaacson’s settings are published 
by URJ Press in the anthology Yamim Noraim, and are 
featured on the accompanying recording.  Max Janows-
ki’s setting can also be found via URJ press.  

Though the musical settings of this powerful text have 
consistently been creatively renewed to resonate with 
the hearts and minds of Reform Jews in our time, what 
has constantly endured is the expression of the age-old 
vision of the Messianic Era, a vision expressed pow-
erfully both in the text of “All the World,” and in the 
other timeless, beloved prayer “May the time not be 
distant.”  As we gather during this most awesome and 
holy season, let us make use of this most precious gift 
of memory and creatively renew our connection both 
spiritually and musically to the powerful, timeless, ide-
als proclaimed in “All the World,” in our own time, 
while also in the words of Abraham Binder, “returning 
to these beautiful tunes, and zealously guard that which 
our ancestors deemed sacred.”
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ALL THE WORLD

Prayers for Rosh Hashanah
The New Year
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From the Rosh Hashanah
Shofar Service

The Reform Advocate
Volume V,  Number 3:  Fall  2013



Prayers for Yom Kippur 
The Day of Atonement
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From the
Yizkor Memorial Service
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From the
Ne’ilah Concluding Service
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All texts taken from The Union Prayer Book for the High Holy Days,
Sinai Edition, Volume II. Chicago Sinai Congregation. 2001
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The SCRJ is the national voice of advocacy for the preservation and 
creative renewal of the historic ideals of Classical Reform Judaism 
– its progressive spiritual values, rich intellectual foundations, and 
distinctive worship traditions. We affirm:

• a meaningful and accessible worship Service,  
primarily in English 

• the ethical values, grounded in the timeless, universal  
vision of our Hebrew Prophets, that inspire our personal  
decision making and communal responsibility as primary 
expressions of our religious commitment as Jews

• the centrality of the American experience  
in our Jewish identity

• a warm, unconditional welcome and support  
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The integrity and inspiration of our Classical Reform heritage have  
continuing vitality and relevance for a new generation of Jews today. 
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